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WE OFFER  A Nice
Selection of Used Cars

S. CERRILLOS ROAD UNDER THE GREAT AMERICAN FLAG

473-FORD
SEE OUR INVENTORY AT capitolfordnm.com

• 
• 
• 

Frontline Ready            
Imports, Domestics     
Cars, Trucks, SUV’s

Certified Pre-Owned Fords
Certified Pre-Owned Lincolns
CARFAX Reports

• 
• 
• 

• Free Vehicle History Report
• 172-point Inspection by Factory-Trained Technicians
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New State Holiday Honors Rudolfo Anaya and Importance of Reading
By Mary Jo Lujan
     On April 2, 2019, 
Governor Michelle Lujan 
Grisham signed Senate 
Bill 270 into law, perma-
nently designating Octo-
ber 30th, Rudolfo An-
aya’s birthday, an annual 
New Mexico holiday:   
“Rudolfo Anaya I Love to 
Read Day”!
     This day has been 
celebrated at the Round-
house on Valentine’s Day 
for several years. Legis-
lators welcomed resolu-
tions in 2018 and 2019 
initiated by the Christo-
pher Montalvo Memo-
rial Fund to honor the New Mexico 
author and educator and highlight the 
importance of  reading for children’s 
futures.   Senator Pete Campos, rep-
resenting Mr. Anaya's home district 
of  Guadalupe, championed this effort 
from the start.  On February 14, 2018, 
the Legislature celebrated "Rudolfo 
Anaya I Love to Read Day” with a 
zing because Mr. Anaya had recently 
received the National Humanities 
Medal from President Obama. New 
Mexico was glowing with pride – one 
of  the nation’s highest honors be-
stowed on one of  our own!  
     This special day’s foundation was 
laid in 2016 by Northern New Mex-
ico’s Montalvo family.  Like many 
parents, Maryrose and Mike Montal-
vo worked hard to provide their three 
children with good educations to pre-
pare them for college and life.  One of  
their children, Christopher Montalvo, 
loved to read and greatly admired 
Mr. Anaya’s work. After Christopher 
tragically passed away in an auto acci-
dent early in his senior year, the family 
established a scholarship, and later a 
reading program, to support educa-
tion, starting with reading proficiency.  

     From the 
beginning, the 
Montalvos dis-
cussed establishing 
a reading program 
with Mr. Anaya, 
who immediately 
offered to help.  
He shared his sen-
timents that New 
Mexico children 
should be famil-
iar with stories 
from their own 
cultures (cuentos, 
dichos, plays based 
on folklore and 
traditions, songs, 

and Native American storytellers), 
and that stories about New Mexico 
encourage a strong self-identity and 
preserve our unique languages. All 
agreed that the program should take 
place over the summer, when chil-
dren's reading abilities often weaken.  
With help from the Community Part-
nerships Office 
at Los Alamos 
National Lab-
oratory (where 
Chris had been 
a student intern), 
and partnering 
with Mr. Anaya 
and local librar-
ies, the Rudolfo 
Anaya Summer 
Reading Pro-
gram was born 
in April, 2016.  
     In its fourth 
year, the reading 
program has 
received wide 
recognition for 
its work in northern New Mexico.  
With Mr. Anaya’s help, the small 
program has been able to work with 

his publishers, 
including the 
Museum of  
New Mexi-
co Press, to 
ensure there 
are enough 
books for each 
child at the end 
of  the summer.  In 2016, 43 students 
from four counties were recognized 
for their reading efforts. By summer’s 
end in 2018, the program had rec-
ognized about 200 summer readers, 
including home-schooled children and 
students from surrounding pueblos. In 
2018 alone, the children read a com-
bined total of  14,986 pages!    
     Maryrose explains why reading is 
so important: “While we hear a lot 
about STEM (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, and Math), these sub-
jects can be overwhelming to students 
if  they aren’t receiving the support 
they need to master the first building 
block – READING.  How can you 

teach engineering 
to a student who’s 
having a hard time 
with reading?   We 
believe it all starts 
with reading and 
are very proud to 
be able to help 
improve literacy 
in New Mexico 
through this pro-
gram.”
     Early in 2018, 
Maryrose Montalvo 
talked about the 
program and read-
ing as a critical life 
skill with Senator 
Campos (also an 

educator).  On February 14, 2019, the 
Senator introduced SB 270, joined by 
co-sponsors, Representative Patricia 
Caballero-Roybal from Bernalillo, 
and Representative Joseph Sanchez 
from Montalvo’s district, Rio Arriba.  
After minor revisions, the bill received 
unanimous, nonpartisan legislative 
support.  On Tuesday, May 7th, the 
Anaya and Montalvo families joined 
Governor Lujan Grisham, Senator 
Campos and Representative San-
chez at the Roundhouse to celebrate 
passage of  the law and publicly 
recognize Mr. Anaya’s contributions 
to literature, education and cultural 
preservation.  They were joined by a 
representative of  Congressman Ben 
Ray Lujan, librarians, teachers and 
the state’s Secretary of  Education, Dr. 
Karen Trujillo, who said, “The 
NMPED is committed to working 

with partners throughout the state 
who encourage student engagement 
throughout the summer. The success 
of  our children depends on schools, 
teachers, parents and every
 New Mexican. This program is a per-
fect example of  identifying an issue 
and developing a solution that works.”  
     At 81, Mr. Anaya, a living New 
Mexico treasure, continues to write 
award-winning stories and books for 
readers of  all ages. In “Owl in a Straw 
Hat,” Mr. Anaya shares the value 
of  knowing how to read through a 
little owl’s misadventures in northern 
New Mexico. His latest book, “No 
More Bullies! / ¡No Más Bullies: Owl 
in a Straw Hat 2,” tackles the issue 
of  bullying of  classmates for being 
different. His books feature New 
Mexico characters and spectacular 
northern New Mexico landscapes, 
and resonate wonderfully with chil-
dren while they practice reading skills.  
The Summer Reading Program is 
blessed to have him as a benefactor 
and mentor and proud to celebrate 
our state’s native son on the new 
holiday.  The ever-humble Mr. Anaya 
expressed his gratitude for the honor 
through family members and said, “I 
feel privileged to be involved in the 
Rudolfo Anaya Summer Reading 
Program.  Our communities, parents 
and caring adults need to get involved 

in this program to encourage reading 
skills that provide a foundation for life.  
Remember, “Leer es Poder – Reading 
is Power!”
       This year’s Rudolfo Anaya Sum-
mer Reading Program will schedule 
various events at the LaFarge Library 
in Santa Fe.  Read more about it at 
anayareaders.org.

 A program event at the Española City Library after 
reading “The Santero’s Miracle” by Rudolfo Anaya.

The May 7th event with the Governor at the Roundhouse

 Gov. Lujan Grisham and Maryrose Montalvo

Mr. Anaya and Christopher Montalvo


